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“Five-Year Plan for National Economy and Social Development” is a 
distinctive feature of China’s development path. The period during the 
implementation of “The Thirteenth Five-Year Plan”(from 2016 to 2020) is 
the most critical five years for the complete establishment of a moderately 
prosperous society. The implementation of this project demands the 
utilization and creation of a favorable international environment. 
Currently, foreign affairs play a more and more important role in the 
Party’s governance, national economy and social development. The 
connection and interaction between domestic affairs and foreign affairs are 
becoming stronger and stronger. Thus, the formulation of “The Thirteenth 
Five-Year Plan and the implementation of every task call for the the two 
parts to plan as a whole and work together. Therefore, it is suggested 
that the designing of the content concerning the work of foreign 
affairs in “The Thirteenth Five-Year Plan” should put into more 
consideration of the establishment of the inner profound meaning of 
China’s major-country Diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.With 
the objective of the construction of a new international relationship 
with win-win cooperation as the core, it should strive to create an 
international environment which is conducive to the implementation 
of this plan.

Firstly, the layouts of the previous five-year plans have never listed out 
independently and highlighted the work in foreign affairs; and in the 
most recent one,it is dispersed loosely in the parts of economy,society, 
culture, government establishments, etc. Therefore, by listing it 
out independently, it would form a comprehensive system, and in 
the meantime, it is beneficial to the cultivation of our international 
awareness in our programming process as well as the implementation 
process. In 2014, the Central Foreign Affairs Meeting put forward the 
notion that China must have a major-country diplomacy with its Chinese 
characteristics.  China also raised the idea of the construction of the new 
type international relationship with the core of win-win cooperation. The 
relation between China and the world has already undergone a historic 
change. China’s dependence, as well as the world’s dependence on 
China, becomes stronger. In the past we strengthened that we should 
strive for a favorable international environment, now, we should 
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pay more attention to how to create one by our own initiation from 
being the passive to the active. Thus, in the draft of the once-in-
five-year program, we should highlight the topic of our diplomatic 
development. The core of foreign affairs in “The Thirteenth Five-Year 
Plan” should be focus on the New Type International Relations with the 
core of major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics and win-
win cooperation.”

Secondly, the field of Global Governance begins to witness more and 
more five-year or ten-year development plans, such as the Millennium 
Environment Development Agenda under the Framework of the United 
Nations, After Millennium Development Agenda, etc. China’s major-
country diplomacy needs a more active development plan to influence 
the governance of the global issues  in a much more positive way, 
instead of being led passively and mono-directionally.

Thirdly, China has started to establish five-year or ten-year 
diplomatic development plans with more and more countries. On 
the one hand, it is beneficial to minimize the interferences to bilateral 
relations caused by the shifting of different governing parties of the target 
countries. One the other hand, it is advantageous to the deepening of the 
long-time cooperation with the target country. So far, China has formed 
Different kinds of cooperation with different types of countries, including 
over 70 partnership countries. The deepening of the development of 
abundant number of partnerships has already been one most significant 
factor to our construction of a new international relationship. Besides, 
China has also started its exchange system in legislation, political parties, 
humanities, and local cooperation with a number of countries. We are 
already quite good at these aspects and it shows that sustainable planning 
is a feature of China’s major-country diplomacy. But these work needs 
to be one system. At this moment, it should also be incorporated into the 
long-term consideration of China’s diplomatic development plan for the 
steadiness  and the sustainability of its development.

Fourthly, in recent years, China has set up the SCO, the AIIB, 
the New Development Bank, the BRICS Summit by initiating 
independently or working together with other countries, at  the same 
time established a number of bilateral dialogue mechanisms with 
different regions of the world. And since "One Belt and One Road" is a 
long-term strategy, its steps and periodic work should be categorized  into 
the work of foreign affairs.

Finally, with the enhancement of the spillover-effect in China’s 
development to the rest of the world, our five-year plan has become 
an important reference for many countries in their considerationof 
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developing relations with China. The major-country diplomacy 
development plan standing out in Outline of the Five-year Development 
Plan, will help lead other countries to gradually join and accept China's 
diplomatic development initiatives in the international arena, and deepen 
the influence and absorbing capacity of China’s Path in the world.

Translator/ Liu Wencui


